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August 10, 2020 

Dear Parents, Guardians and Community Members, 

With the changing course of the COVID-19 pandemic and infection rates 
surging both nationally and regionally, I know that many of you may have 
questions and “what ifs” thoughts.   Will we begin school on Aug. 24th?  Will it 
be hybrid/virtual or all virtual?   Will it be safe to reopen?   In the midst of this 
pandemic, we all have questions and the answers which are constantly 
changing.     

First, our goal is to resume in-person learning as safely and as quickly and as 
possible for our children, our staff, our parents and caregivers, and our 
community.  As of today, Dickenson County Schools plan to reopen on 
Monday, Aug. 24, 2020 offering the hybrid and virtual learning paths options 
for students. 

Should the local health data information significantly change, the School 
Board may determine that full-time online instruction is the only safe option to 
reopening schools on August 24th.   If this decision were to be made, you 
would immediately be informed of the decision.  Within this scenario, we 
would reassess health conditions regularly to determine when students can 
begin in-person instruction, and if science and data suggest it is safe to do so. 
When health conditions improve, we would work to bring students back to 
school as soon as possible monitoring the transmission rates.  These are not 
easy decisions, and no plan is perfect.  We recognize that the pandemic looks 
much different now than it did even three weeks ago in our county and in our 
region.   

Whether hybrid/virtual  or 100% online instructional model, our goal is to 
provide an even more rigorous and engaging hybrid and virtual-learning 
program with greater connections for all students at all grade level.  Our first 



priority is to provide access and equity in the learning experience for each of 
our students.  We understand that in our County there are significant 
academic and social/emotional challenges to our students learning remotely, 
but we are more prepared today to address these issues than in March. 

Considerations: 

• Hybrid and Online learning will provide five days of instruction Monday 
through Friday.   
.  

• Wednesdays will remain a teacher planning day with intervention 
supports, small group instruction, and deep cleaning and sanitizing.     
 .  

• Student work will be graded and attendance is required.  
 

• The weeks before August 24, 2020, we will dedicate ourselves to 
prepare resources and help for students and parents.   
 

• Additional training will be provided for our teachers to better meet the 
needs of our students and provide distance learning supports and 
guidance for our families. 
 

• Your child’s school will be communicating with you regarding schedules, 
Cohort information and other information to prepare for the reopening of 
the school year.   

As we move forward, our decision-making will remain guided by safety, equity, 
science, and the many needs of our stakeholders in the midst of a global 
pandemic.    

As always, thank you for your support.  If you have any questions, do not 
hesitate to contact the Dickenson County School Board Office or your child’s 
school. 

Sincerely, 

Haydee L. Robinson, 
Division Superintendent 


